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arms and knights of the great vassals and the tenants-
in-chief. There was little more than 200 yards between
the armies, and a dead silence fell on all as Philip sur-
veyed his foes. Opposite could be seen Otto in the
midst of a strong phalans, with his golden eagle borne
erect on a dragon's back, in a car like the carroctio which
the Italian cities took with them to the field. Then
King Philip spoke to his soldiers. " Our whole trust is
in God. King Otto and his army are excommunicate by
the Lord Pope, because they are foes and destroyers of
holy Church, and the money which is their hire is won
from the tears of the poor and the robbing of the
churches and-the clerks. But we are Christians and
enjoy the communion and the peace of the Church, and,
although we be sinners, yet submit we to the Church of
God and defend with all our strength the liberties of
the clergy. Wherefore we ought faithfully to trust
that God will be merciful to us sinners and give us the
victory over our enemies." Then the knights begged
their lord's blessing, and Philip with uplifted hand
prayed God's benediction on his men. Straightway the
trumpets sounded and the French threw themselves on
their foes.
From the right it was intended that the chief blow
should be struck. There Gufcrin, the bishop elect, as
mighty a warrior as that Don Hieronimo who fought
with the Cid, had placed his knights, and he directed
his Soissons skirmishers at once against the Flemings.
For the moment the scheme was unsuccessful, for Ferrand
of Flanders and Reginald of Boulogne moved upon
the fljfmVa of the infantry of the French communes.
They were checked by charges of French knights,